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SUBJECT: ADVISOR TRIES TO BUILD SUPPORT FOR CHAVEZ 


CANDIDACY 


1. CLASSIFIED BY EB/ESC/IEC DIVISION CHIEF MATT MCMANUS. 
REASON: 1.5 (D) 


2.  (U) VENEZUELAN CONGRESSMAN BERNARDO ALVAREZ MADE, WHAT 
HE WISHES TO REMAIN, A "LOW PROFILE" VISIT TO THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT ON SEPTEMBER 14 TO MEET WITH AND DIRECTOR 
CHICOLA, WHO WAS JOINED BY DESK OFFICER, EB/IEC OFFICER AND 
DOE ENERGY ASSESSMENTS DIRECTOR PUMPHREY. THE CONGRESSMAN 7 
AND FORMER ENERGY AND MINES COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN, WAS IN THE 
U.S. FOR AN ENERGY COUNCIL MEETING IN HOUSTON AND A NOT So 
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LOW PROFILE WHIRLWIND WASHINGTON SLATE OF BRIEFINGS FOR OIL 
COMPANIES, CONSULTANTS AND ACADEMICS ON THE CHAVEZ 


CANDIDACY. DEPT. OFFS ALSO ATTENDED ALVAREZ' BRIEFING AT 
JOHNS HOPKINS/SAIS ON SEPTEMBER 15. 
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VINULADDIFILEY 


SAIS: TOUGH QUESTIONS 


8. (C) IN A ROOM PACKED WITH STUDENTS, BUSINESSPEOPLE, 
VENEZUELAN DIPLOMATS AND DEPARTMENT OFFS, ALVAREZ HELD 
COURT WITH AN INTELLECTUAL PRESENTATION ON THE POLITICAL 
SITUATION, THE NEED FOR CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM, AND ENERGY, 
TOUCHING THE THEMES REFLECTED ABOVE. ALVAREZ WAS PEPPERED 
WITH TOUGH QUESTIONS TO WHICH HE DID NOT PROVIDE ALL THE 
ANSWERS, PARTICULARLY ON THE SOURCE OF CHAVEZ CAMPAIGN 
FUNDING. ALVAREZ SUGGESTED THAT MOST OF CHAVEZ' PUBLICITY 
COMES FROM THE "MISINFORMATION CAMPAIGN" AND THAT THE 
CAMPAIGN IS OTHERWISE LOW BUDGET. A QUESTIONER INQUIRED 
ABOUT CHAVEZ'S DEMOCRATIC VALUES. ALVAREZ NOTED THAT 
FORMER AMBASSADOR MIKE SKOL HAD ALSO POSED A QUESTION AT A 
PRIOR SEMINAR REGARDING THE LIKELIHOOD THAT CHAVEZ WOULD 
RESPECT THE OUTCOME OF AN ELECTORAL DEFEAT. ALVAREZ SAID 
CHAVEZ NO LONGER IS A MILITARY OFFICER AND, MOREOVER, HE 
AND, ESPECIALLY THE PARTIES BACKING HIM, WOULD RESPECT THE 
ELECTIONS FOR SURE. A BUSINESS REPRESENTATIVE ASKED IF 
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CHAVEZ SIMPLY TOLD DIFFERENT AUDIENCES DIFFERENT THINGS AND 
NOTED THAT HIS MIXED MESSAGES ARE THEMSELVES THE SOURCE OF 
MUCH OF THE MISINFORMATION CIRCULATING AROUND THE 
CANDIDATE. ALVAREZ WAS ASKED BY A VENEZUELAN MEDIA 
REPRESENTATIVE IF HE HAD STARTED TO MAKE THE ROUNDS "AT THE 
STATE DEPARTMENT" BUT HE DODGED THE QUESTION ENTIRELY, AND 
DEPARTMENT OFFS WERE TOO BUSY TAKING NOTES TO LOOK UP. 
CORRIDOR CHATTER AT SAIS WAS DECIDEDLY UNIMPRESSED. 

SEVERAL WELL RESPECTED VENEZUELA WATCHERS WONDERED ALOUD 
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IF, WERE HE TO BE ELECTED, CHAVEZ WOULD SPEND HIS POLITICAL 
CAPITAL PURSUING A CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION, ESPECIALLY 
FACED WITH MORE PRESSING ECONOMIC CONCERNS. 

ALBRIGHT 
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